MEMO
TO:

All Clergy and Liturgical Ministry Coordinators

FROM:

Patrick Donovan

DATE:

June 9, 2020

RE:

Video Tutorial for EMHCs and Readers

Later today, a video tutorial will be sent to all mandates EMHCs and Readers via email. The video
will include an overview of how those who serve in these important ministry can do so safely and
according to guidelines published by Bishop Caggiano.
After the first thirty to forty seconds of the video, the video will pause until viewers enter their first
and last name as well as their email address. This helps us track those who watch the instructions.
The videos are also posted on The Leadership Institute’s website. It can be found at these pages:
English - https://formationreimagined.org/formation-for-emhcs-and-readers/
Spanish - https://formationreimagined.org/totorial-para-lectores-y-ministros-extraordinarios-deeucaristias/
Please feel free to send these links to anyone we might have missed.
In addition, we have prepared a simple flyer that you might wish to post on your parish’s webpage
to offer the faithful a glimpse of what their experience of Mass will (and will not) include).
If you have any questions, please email Patrick Donovan at pdonovan@diobpt.org.

DIOCESE OF BRIDGEPORT

Parishioner Reopening Guide
WH AT TO EXPECT

P R E PA R I N G F O R M A S S
+

Before coming to church, please make sure you and the members of your
family are well and free from fever or persistent cough.

+

The Bishop has extended the dispensation from the obligation to attend
Mass.

+

You and others in your household must have face masks in place before
exiting your vehicle. The masks should be worn throughout Mass and
remain on until you enter your vehicle to depart.

ARRIVING AT CHURCH
+

Please follow all instructions from the parish staff or volunteers.

+

You will notice some pews will be unavailable. Family members who live
in the same home may sit together. Physical distancing must be practiced
between households.

+

People are asked not to embrace friends and others at Mass.

DURING MASS

While our parish staffs will
attempt to take appropriate

+

There will be no hymnals — we ask that you refrain from singing.

+

Any paper worship aids with the readings distributed for Mass should be disposed of in
receptacles as you depart Mass or taken with you.

the advice of public health

+

There will be no physical exchange of the sign of peace during Mass.

and guests should

+

Communion may only be available under one species: the host.

R E C E I V I N G H O LY C O M M U N I O N
+

When receiving Holy Communion, you can either stop six feet in front of the minister, who
will say, “The Body of Christ” to which you are to respond, “Amen” or you may approach the
minister for this exchange. In both instances, your face mask remains in place.

+

Once you receive Holy Communion, you are to step to the side, remove one side of your
mask, consume the consecrated Host, and then replace your mask and return to your seat.

+

It is strongly encouraged that you receive Communion in the hand. Should you wish to
receive Communion on the tongue, please move the mask away from your mouth as you
approach the minister. Once you have received the host on your tongue, please place the
mask back in position over your nose and mouth and proceed back to your seat.

AFTER MASS
+

Ushers will not be distributing bulletins and no other printed materials will be made
available.

+

The priest will not be available to greet those in attendance.

+

Please be aware of your proximity to others as you prepare to enter your vehicle.

precautions consistent with
authorities, parishioners
understand that they assume
the risk of contracting
COVID-19 any time they enter
a public space, since such
precautions do not eliminate
the risk of infection.
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